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https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/romania_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/cap-my-country/cap-strategic-plans/romania_en
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/document/download/8bc870b3-2408-4ed3-bfcb-935fcf13047b_en?filename=ip338_en.pdf
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/document/download/8bc870b3-2408-4ed3-bfcb-935fcf13047b_en?filename=ip338_en.pdf
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/economic-losses-from-climate-related
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/economic-losses-from-climate-related
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/economic-losses-from-climate-related
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Box 2: 
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https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2024/11/job-creation-and-local-economic-development-2024-country-notes_65d489c5/romania_6a2722f6/37c069d8-en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2024/11/job-creation-and-local-economic-development-2024-country-notes_65d489c5/romania_6a2722f6/37c069d8-en.pdf
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http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/647/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/647/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1264/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1264/oj
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Assets in 2024 

(% GDP)

Participation in 2024 

(% working-age 

population)

RO 8.9 -3.6 67.6 RO

EU 32.4 -2.8 55.9 EU

Gross replacement rate 

at retirement: 

(pps change 2025-2040) 



https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=COM(2025)746&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=SWD(2025)396&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=SWD(2025)396&lang=en
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https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/taxation-1/economic-analysis-taxation/data-taxation_en
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https://consiliulfiscal.ro/CF%20-%20Opinie%20finala%20-%20Buget%202025%20-%20FINAL.pdf


https://mfinante.gov.ro/static/10/Mfp/buget2024/proiectbuget2024/Raportbuget2024.pdf
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/taxation/vat/fight-against-vat-fraud/mind-gap-report_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/dd40080c-bd27-11ef-91ed-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/dd40080c-bd27-11ef-91ed-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b5c7403b-d67f-11f0-8da2-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://static.anaf.ro/static/10/Anaf/Informatii_R/Buletin%20statistic%20fiscal%20nr%203%202025.pdf
https://data.imf.org/en/datasets/ISORA:ISORA_LATEST_DATA_PUB
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/bd_hg/default/table?lang=en&category=bsd.bd
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Community_Innovation_Survey_2022_-_key_indicators
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Community_Innovation_Survey_2022_-_key_indicators
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Community_Innovation_Survey_2022_-_key_indicators
https://ec.europa.eu/assets/rtd/eis/2025/ec_rtd_eis-country-profile-ro.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/publication-detail/-/publication/b253c5b7-19a8-11f0-b1a3-01aa75ed71a1


https://stip.oecd.org/innotax/countries/Romania
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.madr.ro/planul-national-strategic-pac-post-2020/implementare-ps-pac-2023-2027/raport-anual-ps-pac-2023-2027.html
https://www.madr.ro/planul-national-strategic-pac-post-2020/implementare-ps-pac-2023-2027/raport-anual-ps-pac-2023-2027.html


https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099656212172438294
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099656212172438294
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099656212172438294
https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/
https://rostartup.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/assets/rtd/innovation-procurement/country-report-2024-policy-benchm-romania.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/assets/rtd/innovation-procurement/country-report-2024-policy-benchm-romania.pdf


https://legislatie.just.ro/Public/DetaliiDocument/271896
https://legislatie.just.ro/public/DetaliiDocument/277019
https://www.jaromania.org/


R&D intensity (gross domestic expenditure on R&D as % 

of GDP)
0.45 0.49 0.47 0.46 0.52 0.46 : 2.24 3.44

Public expenditure on R&D as % of GDP 0.27 0.28 0.19 0.17 0.20 0.16 : 0.72 0.64
Scientific publications of the country within the top 10% 

most-cited publications worldwide as % of total 

publications of the country 

3.61 4.06 5.28 6.19 : : : 9.44 12.31

Researchers (FTEs) employed by public sector (Gov+HEI) 

per thousand active population
1.7 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 : 4.3 :

International co-publications as % of total number of 

publications
26.61 32.65 38.03 40.01 39.74 41.03 : 57.24 :

Business enterprise expenditure on R&D (BERD) as % of 

GDP
0.17 0.21 0.28 0.29 0.32 0.29 : 1.49 2.69

Business enterprise expenditure on R&D (BERD) 

performed by SMEs as % of GDP
0.09 0.07 0.03 0.04 0.04 : : 0.47 0.30

Researchers employed by business per thousand active 

population
0.7 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.9 1.0 : 5.9 :

Patent applications filed under the Patent Cooperation 

Treaty per billion GDP (in PPS €)
0.33 0.51 0.33 0.24 : : : 2.81 2.20

Employment share of high-growth enterprises 

measured in employment (%)
: : : 1.01 1.03 : : 0.87 :

SMEs with at least a basic level of digital intensity

% SMEs (EU Digital Decade target by 2030: 90%)
: : : : 26.78 : 44.34 71.39 :

Data analytics adoption

% enterprises (EU Digital Decade target by 2030: 75%)
: : : : 21.87 : 35.07 39.85 :

Cloud adoption

% enterprises (EU Digital Decade target by 2030: 75%)
: : : : 15.52 : 22.13 46.69 :

Artificial intelligence adoption 

% enterprises (EU Digital Decade target by 2030: 75%)
: : : : 1.51 3.07 5.21 19.95 :

Public-private scientific co-publications as % of total 

number of publications
4.64 4.80 6.0 6.28 6.07 5.65 : 7.62 :

Public expenditure on R&D financed by business 

enterprises (national) as % of GDP
0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.02 : : 0.06 0.02

Total public-sector support for BERD as % of GDP : 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.01 : : 0.21 :

R&D tax incentives: foregone revenues as % of GDP : 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 : : 0.10 :

BERD financed by the public sector (national and 

abroad) as % of GDP 
0.05 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.01 : : 0.11 :

Venture capital (market statistics) as % of GDP 

(calculated as a 3-year moving average)
0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 : 0.06 :

Seed stage funding share (% of GDP) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 : 0.01 :
Start-up stage funding share (% of GDP) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 : 0.03 :
Later stage funding share (as % of GDP) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 : 0.03 :

New graduates in science & engineering per thousand 

population aged 25-34
: 11.17 12.04* 12.31* 12.84* 13.41* : 16.82 :

Graduates in the field of computing per thousand 

population aged 25-34
: 2.60 3.59* 3.86* 4.29* 4.34* : 3.84 :

R&D investment & researchers employed in businesses

Innovation outputs

Digitalisation of businesses

Academia-business collaboration

Innovative talent

 Public support for business innovation

Financing innovation

Science and innovative ecosystems

Headline indicator

Romania 2010 2015 2020 2022 2023 2024 2025

EU 

average 

(1)

US







https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/managing-public-procurement-risks-in-romania_5dfda60e-en.html


https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/3412
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/upholding-rule-law/eu-justice-scoreboard_en


 

  
  

   

https://www.eca.europa.eu/ECAPublications/SR-2023-28/SR-2023-28_EN.pdf
https://www.eca.europa.eu/ECAPublications/SR-2023-28/SR-2023-28_EN.pdf
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/strategy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/strategy_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/2026-annual-single-market-and-competitiveness-report_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/2026-annual-single-market-and-competitiveness-report_en
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POLICY AREA 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
EU-27 

average

66.7 68.1 73.2 72.8 76.2 100.0

12.4 13.0 13.0 13.4 13.4 12.6

4.1 4.4 5.4 5.9 6.0 3.9

Business environment 

and simplification
16.8 22.7 30.1 31.0 35.0 34.0

0.27 0.37 0.23 0.25 - 0.43

0.10 0.08 0.32 0.14 - 0.19

11.7 12.2 14.5 - - 17.4

9.2 15.4 16.4 - - 13.6

from private entities in the previous 

or current quarter
- - - 44.9 46.5 47.1

from public entities in the previous or 

current quarter
- - - 29.8 32.1 15.9

31.7 33.6 30.3 28.1 27.8 40.7

- - - - - 0.050

32 39 42 44 49 27

17 24 22 1 1 6

2.9 0.3 0.2 0.8 1 1

0.9 1 1.2 0.2 0.4 1.1

86.9 93.2 91 92.3 86 84.6

30 32 32 28 28 25

0.2131 0.4337 0.2787 0.2431 0.2423 0.1462

26.5 27.1 29.0 - - 32.7

23.9 24.2 25.8 25.4 - 25.2

10.1 9.9 9.2 9.0 - 22.4

1.5 1.5 1.5 1.3 - 12.2

Romania

INDICATOR NAME

Business environment and investment

Productivity and 

investment

Labour productivity (GDP per hour worked in PPP terms), % of 

EU271

Business investment (share of GDP)1

Public investment (share of GDP)1

Impact of regulation on long-term investment, % of firms 

reporting business regulation as a major obstacle2

SME liquidity

EIF Access to Finance for SMEs index - loans3

EIF Access to Finance for SMEs index - equity3

Late payments

Payment gap - corporates B2B, difference in days between 

offered and actual payment4

Payment gap - public sector, difference in days between offered 

and actual payment4

Share of SMEs experiencing late 

payments, %5

Industry and economic security

Single Market 

Integration

EU trade integration, average(intra-EU imports + intra EU 

exports)/GDP, %1

EEA Services Trade Restrictiveness index6

Public procurement

Single bids, % of total contractors7*

Direct awards, % of negotiated procedures7*

Compliance

Transposition deficit, % of all directives not transposed8

Conformity deficit, % of all directives transposed incorrectly8

SOLVIT, resolution rate per country, %8

Number of pending infringement proceedings8

Energy-intensive 

industries

Electricity prices for non-household consumers1

Electrification (electricity as a share of total energy consumption 

in industry)1

Share of energy from renewable sources (renewable energy 

generation as a share of overall energy consumption)1

Critical raw materials
Material import dependency, %1

Circular material use rate1

Operational cleantech 

manufacturing capacity 

in 20259

 - Solar PV (c: cell, w: wafer, M:module), GW -  - Electrolyzer, GW -

 - Heat pump assembly -  - Battery, GW 2.0

https://api.public-procurement-data-space.europa.eu/superset/dashboard/927c2637-17e1-4406-9427-5535ec2fc33f/?permalink_key=pZNkE36oX9G#CHART-Ubv-z6mlxmbFmDcRBeeVO


https://asfromania.ro/uploads/articole/attachments/659e5a3d502c9507465771.pdf
https://www.eib.org/files/publications/20250218-130126-econ-eibis-2025-cesee-en.pdf


https://www.bnr.ro/uploads/2025-12-09raportasuprastabilit%C4%83%C8%9Biifinanciare-decembrie2025_documentpdf_545_1765374127.pdf
https://www.bidromania.eu/produse/credite/fondul-de-participare-regional
https://www.bidromania.eu/produse/credite/fondul-de-participare-regional
https://data.ecb.europa.eu/data/data-categories/supervisory-and-prudential-statistics/macroprudential-database/bank-sector-variables/banking-structure
https://data.ecb.europa.eu/data/data-categories/supervisory-and-prudential-statistics/macroprudential-database/bank-sector-variables/banking-structure


https://www.bnr.ro/uploads/2025-12-09raportasuprastabilit%C4%83%C8%9Biifinanciare-decembrie2025_documentpdf_545_1765374127.pdf
https://datanalytics.worldbank.org/global-findex/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Households_-_statistics_on_financial_assets_and_liabilities#Structure_of_assets_and_liabilities
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Households_-_statistics_on_financial_assets_and_liabilities#Structure_of_assets_and_liabilities


 

https://datanalytics.worldbank.org/global-findex/
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2953.
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2953.
../../../23_RO/National%20Strategy
https://www.edu.ro/comunicat_presa_33_2024_adoptare_SNEF
https://www.edu.ro/comunicat_presa_33_2024_adoptare_SNEF
https://mfinante.gov.ro/web/trezor/fidelis-online
https://mfinante.gov.ro/web/trezor/tezaur-online?p_l_back_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmfinante.gov.ro%2Fweb%2Ftrezor%2Ffidelis-online%3Fp_p_id%3Dcom_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dmaximized%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmfinante.gov.ro%252Fweb%252Ftrezor%252Ffidelis-online%253Fp_p_id%253Dcom_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D0%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmfinante.gov.ro%252Fweb%252Ftrezor%252Ffidelis-online%253Fp_p_id%253Dcom_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D0%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_mvcPath%3D%252Fsearch.jsp%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_mvcPath%3D%252Fsearch.jsp%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_keywords%3DTezaur%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_keywords%3DTezaur%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_formDate%3D1771926702823%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_formDate%3D1771926702823%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_scope%3Dthis-site%26_com_liferay_portal_search_web_portlet_SearchPortlet_scope%3Dthis-site
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502029
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502029
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502029
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502029


 

https://data.ecb.europa.eu/data/data-categories#consolidated-banking-data
https://data.ecb.europa.eu/data/datasets/BSI/BSI.M.RO.N.A.T00.A.1.Z5.0000.Z01.E
https://data.ecb.europa.eu/data/datasets/BSI/BSI.M.RO.N.A.A30.A.1.U2.2100.Z01.E
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/tools-and-data/insurance-statistics_en#asset-exposures
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/tools-and-data/insurance-statistics_en#asset-exposures
https://www.asfromania.ro/ro/a/3286/2025---rapoarte-pensii-private
https://www.asfromania.ro/ro/a/3286/2025---rapoarte-pensii-private
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502384
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502384
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502384


https://www.asfromania.ro/ro/a/3286/2025---rapoarte-pensii-private
https://www.asfromania.ro/ro/a/3286/2025---rapoarte-pensii-private
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2022/06/capital-market-review-of-romania_165ea5cd/9bfc0339-en.pdf
https://data.ecb.europa.eu/publications/non-bank-financial-corporations/3030648
https://data.ecb.europa.eu/publications/non-bank-financial-corporations/3030648


https://finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/list-indicators-monitor-progress-towards-cmu-objectives_en
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Justice,  legal system EU-27

Justice,  legal system RO

Regional or local public authorities EU-27

Regional or local public authorities RO

Government  EU-27

Government  RO

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/3358
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/3357
https://sgg.gov.ro/1/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Deliverable-2_Report-on-Mapping-the-Functional-Relationships-between-the-CCEIAN-GSG-Ministries_EN_Final-1.pdf
https://sgg.gov.ro/1/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Deliverable-2_Report-on-Mapping-the-Functional-Relationships-between-the-CCEIAN-GSG-Ministries_EN_Final-1.pdf
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Critical situation To watch
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Good but to 

monitor
On average

Adult participation in learning (during the last 12 months, excl. guided on 

the job training, % of the population aged 25-64, 2022)

Equal opportunities and 

access to the labour market

Best performersBetter than average

Early leavers from education and training

(% of  the population aged 18-24, 2025)

Young people not in employment, education or training

(% of the population aged 15-29, 2025)

Gender employment gap

(percentage points, population aged 20-64, 2025)

Income quintile ratio 

(S80/S20, 2025)

At risk of poverty or social exclusion (AROPE) rate 

(% of the total population, 2025)

Employment rate

(% of the population aged 20-64, 2025)

Unemployment rate

(% of the active population aged 15-74, 2025)

Long term unemployment

(% of the active population aged 15-74, 2025)

Gross disposable household income (GDHI) per capita growth

(index, 2008=100, 2024)

At risk of poverty or social exclusion (AROPE) rate for children

(% of the population aged 0-17, 2025)

Dynamic labour markets 

and fair working conditions

Social protection and 

inclusion

Share of individuals who have basic or above basic overall digital skills

(% of the population aged 16-74, 2025)

Impact of social transfers (other than pensions) on poverty reduction

(% reduction of AROP, 2025)

Children aged less than 3 years in formal childcare 

(% of the under 3-years-old population, 2025)

Self-reported unmet need for medical care 

(% of the population aged 16+, 2025)

Disability employment gap 

(percentage points, population aged 20-64, 2025)

Housing cost overburden 

(% of the total population, 2025)



https://eunetccc.eu/
https://jane-2.eu/
https://measles-rubella-monthly.ecdc.europa.eu/
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:JOC_2023_220_R_0001


Cancer mortality per 100 000 population

Mortality due to circulatory diseases per 100 000 population

Current expenditure on health, purchasing power standards, per capita

Public share of health expenditure, % of current health expenditure

Spending on prevention, % of current health expenditure 

Available hospital beds per 100 000 population***

Doctors per 1 000 population*

Nurses per 1 000 population*

Mortality at working age (20-64 years), % of total mortality

Consumption of antibiotics in the community and hospital sectors,      

defined daily doses per 1 000 inhabitants

https://eu-jamrai.eu/about/


https://tehdas.eu/
https://tehdas.eu/
https://tehdas.eu/
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/customchart
https://clinicaltrials.gov/


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/fb9d8a9d-786d-40f1-aadf-1e5712492096?lang=en&createdAt=2026-01-21T10:55:15Z
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/fb9d8a9d-786d-40f1-aadf-1e5712492096?lang=en&createdAt=2026-01-21T10:55:15Z
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/fb9d8a9d-786d-40f1-aadf-1e5712492096?lang=en&createdAt=2026-01-21T10:55:15Z
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Home_ownership
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ilc_lvho02__custom_19135278/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=fe777f3c-ae47-45a4-9171-a03b2947502f&c=1764522737000


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/tour_ce_omn12__custom_15997748/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=3cebcd02-17c5-4393-be50-dcd8d670f4ac&c=1742994015070


 

https://www.ela.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-06/EURES_Report_on_labour_shortages_and_surpluses_2024.pdf
https://www.espon.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/european-compendium-of-housing-policies.pdf
https://www.gfdrr.org/en/publication/romania-management-earthquake-risk
https://www.gfdrr.org/en/publication/romania-management-earthquake-risk


 

https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099062123013526907/pdf/P1761690122ece050b24e0994a1005f38c.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099062123013526907/pdf/P1761690122ece050b24e0994a1005f38c.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099062123013526907/pdf/P1761690122ece050b24e0994a1005f38c.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a082be87-f1b4-4d43-91aa-f8a1680c2563?lang=en&createdAt=2026-03-02T13:37:36Z
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a082be87-f1b4-4d43-91aa-f8a1680c2563?lang=en&createdAt=2026-03-02T13:37:36Z
https://anpd.gov.ro/web/transparenta/statistici/
https://anpd.gov.ro/web/transparenta/statistici/


https://www.mdlpa.ro/userfiles/reglementari/Domeniul_XVII/17_23_NP_051_2012.pdf
https://www.mdlpa.ro/userfiles/reglementari/Domeniul_XVII/17_23_NP_051_2012.pdf


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Sustainable_development_in_the_European_Union
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Sustainable_development_in_the_European_Union
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/key-findings
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/key-findings
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/visualisations/sdg-country-overview/
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Main development trends

Less developed regions 
(population 15 million)

Less developed regions in Romania have made progress in economic convergence with the EU, but 
continue to face structural challenges that constrain their competitiveness. Although convergence 
accelerated after 2015, six out of eight Romanian regions continue to have GDP per head (in PPS) below 
75% of the EU average. These disparities reflect persistent gaps in demographics, labour productivity, 
investment and job opportunities. Meanwhile, the competitiveness potential of these regions is supported 
by: (i) emerging hubs of urban growth; (ii) improving connectivity; and (iii) the presence of industrial and 
service activities in regions such as Nord-Vest and Centru. The economic structure of many less 
developed regions in Romania remains heavily reliant on lower-value sectors, which limits economic 
diversification and competitiveness potential. Regions such as Nord-Est, Sud-Est and Sud-Vest Oltenia 
continue to face significant challenges in strengthening their competitiveness and building competitive 
and higher-value economies.  

Transition regions (population 
1.66 million)

Vest region experienced solid growth in GDP per head (in PPS), exceeding the EU average. It is 
industrialised and manufacturing accounts over 35% of the economy. Vest has the highest R&D 
expenditure at 1.21%. The private sector accounts for most of this research effort, contributing up to 90% 
in the region. 

More developed regions 
(population 2.3 million)

The București-Ilfov region reached a gross domestic product (GDP) at purchasing power per capita of 
188% of the EU average in 2024, having grown at a much faster rate than the other Romanian regions over 
the previous decade. This strong performance was driven by a concentration of high-value service 
activities, innovation and skilled labour. The region also benefits from better infrastructure, greater labour 
market opportunities, and higher levels of education than the rest of the country. Although București-Ilfov 
has become a major centre of labour productivity within Romania, the strong growth of the region has also 
contributed to widening economic disparities between the capital and the less developed regions.  

Specific territories 

Three out of eight Romanian regions (North West, North East and South East), which form part of the EU’s 
eastern border with Ukraine, are directly affected by ongoing cross-border dynamics. These three regions 
are facing serious challenges, including: (i) an influx of displaced persons; (ii) disruptions in trade; (iii) 
security concerns;  and (iv) a deterioration in the housing stock, healthcare system, and social services. 
The Integrated Territorial Instrument (ITI) of the Danube Delta, ITI Jiu Valley and the Black Sea coastal 
region also face specific challenges due to remoteness and environmental constraints in these three 
regions, although some of these three regions play a strategic role as an energy and transport corridor on 
the EU’s eastern border. Across all of Romania’s eight regions, poverty is highly concentrated in rural 
areas, where the share of the population at risk of poverty or social exclusion (AROPE) is six times greater 
than it is in the cities.  Rural areas generally suffer from dramatically lower access to employment, 
education, healthcare, and water utility services. Romania’s ‘just transition territories’ face economic 
dependence on carbon-intensive industries, limited labour market diversification, and greater exposure 
to the social impacts of the green transition.  

National cohesion aspects 

Romania continues to face significant territorial development challenges related to infrastructure gaps, 
environmental services and the transition to a climate-neutral economy. Persistent deficiencies in water 
supply, wastewater treatment and air-quality management contribute to uneven living conditions across 
Romania’s regions, with the most pronounced shortcomings observed in less developed and rural areas. 
Gaps in environmental infrastructure remain particularly acute in regions such as Sud-Muntania, Sud-
Vest Oltenia and Nord-Vest. Underdeveloped transport infrastructure continues to constrain regional 
connectivity and access to essential services. There are also substantial territorial disparities in 
Romania’s rail infrastructure, with low connectivity limiting the development of integrated and 
sustainable mobility across regions.  



https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/product/page/demo_r_pjangrp3$defaultview
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https://www.sng-wofi.org/country_profiles/romania.html
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/data/waterbase-uwwtd-urban-waste-water-treatment-directive-6
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/data/waterbase-uwwtd-urban-waste-water-treatment-directive-6
https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/data/waterbase-uwwtd-urban-waste-water-treatment-directive-6
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/europe-environment-2025/countries/romania/health-impacts-of-air-pollution?
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/europe-environment-2025/countries/romania/health-impacts-of-air-pollution?
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GDP per head 

(PPS, index)
Real GDP growth
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20-64

Employment rate 

20-64

Unemployment 

rate

At-risk-of-

poverty or social 

exclusion rate 

(AROPE)

GVA in industry
Employment in 

industry
R&D expenditure

Green 

employment - in 

sustainable but 

competitive 
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EU27=100
Average annual 

% change

% of total 

population

% of population 

aged 20-64
% of labour force % of population % of total GVA

% of total 

employment
% of GDP

% of total 

employment

2024 2014-2024 2025 2025 2025 2025 2024 2023 2023 2020

EU 100 1.6 58.3 76.1 6.0 21.0 19.3 15.3 2.24 15.1

Romania 77 3.2 58.5 69.0 6.1 27.4 19.1 20.3 0.46 12.6

Nord-Vest 71 3.9 59.5 70.3 5.9 27.5 20.5 24.4 0.29 2.7

Centru 71 3.3 57.6 70.0 4.1 24.1 24.6 30.0 0.41 5.0

Nord-Est 48 3.7 56.7 69.1 5.7 30.3 14.8 11.2 0.25

Sud-Est 59 1.4 57.4 62.1 11.3 38.0 21.8 20.7 0.12 6.2

Sud-Muntenia 55 1.0 58.3 68.3 8.6 27.5 27.1 24.0 0.40 0.2

Bucureşti-Ilfov 188 4.5 61.2 81.1 1.8 13.6 10.2 10.1 0.82 68.1

Sud-Vest Oltenia 60 3.6 59.0 61.7 6.9 36.0 29.1 19.9 0.17 0.5

Vest 78 2.9 58.9 66.5 5.1 20.2 24.3 34.0 1.18 18.4

 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Inland_transport_infrastructure_at_regional_level


 
  

  

 

https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/83ae05b079b164476a1be20c78f7a37a.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/83ae05b079b164476a1be20c78f7a37a.pdf




 

SWD(2026) 55 final, 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD%3A2026%3A55%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD%3A2026%3A55%3AFIN
https://road-safety.transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ed29ad84-b2f1-429e-97ca-2b713e7dc1b1_en?filename=ERSOnext_AnnualReport_20260323.pdf


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD%3A2026%3A55%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=SWD%3A2026%3A55%3AFIN
https://www.easa.europa.eu/en/document-library/general-publications/refueleu-aviation-annual-technical-report-2025



